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106. I have dealt with the Community. I think it is time now to raise a 
very different question, one which is unique, namely the political future of 
Algeria . In his statement of 16 September 1959, General de Gaulle, the 
President of the French Republic, solemnly laid down the conditions 


within which the political destiny of Algeria will be determined. 


107. Once again, the case of Algeria cannot be compared with that of the 
Territories which have now become the African and Malagasy Republics 
of the Community. The territory of Algeria, which, as General de Gaulle 
said, has never, since the beginning of time, known unity, still less 
Algerian sovereignty, has for nearly a century and a half been bound by 
innumerable close ties to France, whether in the field of demographic 


structure, economic affairs, culture or administration. 


108. One million citizens of European origin are established there, many 
of them having been there for five or six generations. More than 300,000 
Algerians work in France and support by their remittances a million and a 
half people in Algeria, or more than one-fifth of the Moslem population. 
Algeria cannot by itself support a population already too large and 
expanding at an increasing rate. Its economy has for a very long time, and 
of necessity, been closely geared to the French economy. It can only make 
up for the resources it lacks by selling on the French market products 
which would find no outlet elsewhere, by sending a large part of its 
working population to earn a living in France, and by organizing jointly 
with France, and by means of the tremendous investments made by 
France over a period of many years, the gradual exploitation of its 


territory. 


109. The development schere known as the Constantine Plan has provided 
a decisive impetus for this exploitation: from 1960 onwards 100,000 
million francs, equivalent to $200 million, will be set aside by the French 
budget to finance this programme, without counting the large contribution 
of private capital and the money spent by France in Algeria on the civil 
administration. The petroleum and gas of the Sahara will also provide the 


cheap and abundant power which is essential for new industry. 


110. For more than four years, Algeria has been torn and ravaged by an 
insurrection, which quickly took on the aspect of a real civil war. This is 
certainly not, despite the over-simplified and harsh claims of propaganda, 
a civil war in which the French forces are ranged on one side and the 
Algerian Moslems on the other. On both sides, most of the combatants 
and most of the victims are Algerian Moslems. One hundred and twenty 
thousand of these, that is, many more than there are in the rebel ranks, are 
in the French army, most of them volunteers. Among those killed in the 
fighting, the ambushes and attacks, the proportion of Moslems is much the 
highest. 


111. The rebels seek to impose secession by force. We say: no one has the 
right to force a regime on Algeria; the regime it 1s to have can only be the 
result of the freely expressed wihses of the Algerians themselves. 
Fighting, violence and terror are not the way to find a solution. Let them 
be brought to an end and let the men and women of Algeria, all of them, 
without distinction of race, religion or political conviction, be allowed to 
decide for themselves in peace and liberty. This is the programme which 


France las formally enunciated. 


112. In the circumstances, there is no political or moral justification for 
the rebellion. "Why, then" said the President of the French Republic in the 
statement to which I have already referred, "why, then, should the hateful 
fighting and fratricidal violence which is still bathing Algeria in blood, go 


on?" 


113. For more than a year and a half the way has been prepared for the 
decision which the Algerians are called upon to make. The system of a 
single college has been instituted, which gives the Moslem population by 
far the greatest majority of voters and representatives. Many elections 
have already taken place, in which various candidates of all shades of 
opinion have campaigned for the voters' favour. The most important 
occasion was the participation of the Algerians in the referendum on the 
draft Constitution, on 28 September 1958. In this vote, the significance of 
which can hardly be over-estimated, the vast majority of Algerians 
signified that they wished their future to be linked with that of France and- 
why not say so?-that to that end they placed their trust in General de 
Gaulle. 


114. The instrument, therefore, exists. When peace 1s restored, it will be 
used to conduct the referendum in which the Algerians will choose their 
destiny. Such a referendum is not conceivable until all fighting has ceased. 
I have already said that the fighting has now become meaningless. The 
offer of a cease-fire, made a year ago, retains all its validity in this respect. 
Once peace has been restored, as an essential requirement, some time will 
be needed to organize the voting in circumstances which can give rise to 
no dispute. A maximum term of four years has been fixed. It 1s essential 
for the balloting to take place in a peaceful country, where normal living 
conditions have been restored. The exiles must have returned and the 
fighters gone back freely to their homes. The most complete safeguards 
are provided whereby all, regardless of position or party, will be able to 
participate in political life, make their voices heard and play their part. In 
all truth, I cannot see what more could be done to ensure the validity and 
honesty of such a consultation. Moreover, anyone will be able, without 
hindrance, to come from abroad to observe the carrying out of the 
operation. I ask you, how would it be possible, in the world of today and 
on such a subject, for the voters to be forced or led into total error? 115. 
The subject of the referendum will of course be a choice between the 
possible solutions, of which as everyone knows, there are three: secession; 
complete integration with France; and the government of Algeria by 
Algerians, in close union with France in the fields of economic affairs, 


education, defence and external relations. 


116. This is what France proposes to do with the Algerians and what a 
voice far more authoritative than mine has told them all, Moslems and 

Europeans alike, whether on our side or fighting against us. The way is 
clear, sincere, unambiguous. It is the only solution which can bring to a 


speedy close a drama which has been going on all too long. 


117. For several years now the United Nations has had the Algerian 
problem before it and has discussed it. The French delegation has always 
voted against such a dis ussion because it considered and continues to 
consider that under the terms of the Charter the question is not within the 
competence of the United Nations. This year again, a majority in this 
Assembly has overridden our objections. Many of those who voted 
against us were moved by intentions which may have been generous but 
were, I think, ill-informed. I for my part am convinced that United 
Nations intervenTM tion in the past has not helped to solve the Algerian 
problem but rather the contrary. To stir up feelings cannot serve the cause 
of peace. What I want to say for the future, and for the present session in 
particular, is that, even if the United Nations has decided to go beyond the 
bounds of competence laid down for it in the Charter, I do not really see 
how it could now justify an intervention. It does not rest with the United 
Nations to take, on behalf of one of its Members, decisions which are the 
latter's sole responsibility. The French Government not only recognizes 
but proclaims, by its formal decision to have recourse to self- 
determination, that it rests with the Algerians to choose their own destiny. 


They will do so in full freedom and in full knowledge of the facts. 


118. I have set before the General Assembly, in broad outline, the French 
Government's views on the principal problems before it, some 
international, others national. I believe I have shown that on all these 
questions--the Middle East, Asia, Germany and Europe, disarmament, 
assistance to the under-developed coun tries, the French Community, 
Algeria -France 1s inspired by the same sentiments and guided by the 
same principles: an overriding wish for peace, respect for fundamental 
human rights, faith in liberty and fraternity, a dogged search for 
international agreement. Thus, France remains faithful to its traditions and 


to what is and always has been its true vocation. 


